
As of May 7, 2015, nongovernmental organizations that meet certain eligibility 

requirements can purchase two new web domains – “.ngo” and “.ong.”

Public Interest Registry, the nonprofit that manages the .org web domain, launched the 

new domains exclusively for nonprofits, unlike the .org domain which is available to 

both nonprofits and for-profits.  The new domains are intended to allow organizations 

to be immediately identifiable as nonprofits through their web addresses.  Because the 

domains are meant to be available only to organizations that have been validated as 

nonprofits, they are presumably less susceptible to purchase by unrelated third parties 

with the intent to sell them back to the named organization for a profit, a practice that 

is common with other domains.  Whether this is a practical concern for the new 

domains is not immediately clear, but an organization wishing to control the use of its 

name in website addresses should consider registering the desired name(s) before 

another party – either an unrelated third party wishing to make a profit, or another 

nonprofit with a similar name – gets it first.

The domain “.ngo” stands for “non-governmental organization,” and the domain “.ong” 

reflects the translated equivalent for regions where Romance languages are most 

prevalent.  The domains are sold as a package, so when an organization reserves a name 

under one of the domains it also automatically reserves the name under the other 

domain.  More information, including links to registries selling the domains, can be 

found on Public Interest Registry’s website .

Public Interest Registry also launched a new online platform called OnGood that offers 

a suite of online services to organizations using the .ngo or .ong domains.  Brian Cute, 

CEO of Public Interest Registry, described OnGood as being a sort of “Facebook for 

NGOs” with .ngo or .ong domain names.  It offers a searchable directory with a 

customizable online profile for organizations using the new web domains, and is 

intended to help organizations connect with supporters, funders, and other nonprofits.  

More information can be found here.

RELATED CATEGORIES

Formation & Tax Exempt 
Status

International Charitable 
Transactions & Operations

Nonprofit Governance & 
Ethics

Nonprofit Structures, 
Relationships & Affiliations

Private Foundations

Public Charities

AUTHOR

A&C Alumni

ABOUT OUR BLOG

Nonprofit Law Matters looks 
at legal issues in the nonprofit 
and tax-exempt organizations 
world. Written by the 
attorneys and paralegals of 
Adler & Colvin, it provides 
updates and analysis 
regarding philanthropy, 
charity, and other exempt 
organization issues.

EDITORS

Stephanie L. Petit
Principal

Eric K. Gorovitz
Principal

BLOG POST

Adler & Colvin |  135 Main Street |  20th Floor |  San Francisco, CA 94105 |  415.421.7555 www.adlercolvin.com

BLOG POST

MAY 11, 2015

New Domain Names Available for Nonprofits

http://globalngo.org/discover/eligibility/
http://globalngo.org/discover/eligibility/
http://globalngo.org/discover/eligibility/
http://pir.org/products/ngo-ong-domain/
http://pir.org/products/ngo-ong-domain/
http://globalngo.org/ceo-brian-cute-on-computerwoche-a-facebook-for-ngos/
http://pir.org/products/ongood/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/formation-tax-exempt-status/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/formation-tax-exempt-status/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/international-charitable-transactions-operations/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/international-charitable-transactions-operations/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/nonprofit-governance-ethics/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/nonprofit-governance-ethics/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/nonprofit-structures-relationships-affiliations/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/nonprofit-structures-relationships-affiliations/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/private-foundations/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/blog/category/public-charities/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/stephanie-l-petit/
https://www.adlercolvin.com/eric-k-gorovitz/
https://www.adlercolvin.com
http://www.adlercolvin.com
https://www.adlercolvin.com

