
Ms. Adler currently serves on the governing bodies of several
nonprofit organizations, including the American Civil Liberties Union
of Northern California, the ACLU of Northern California Foundation,
the Hartnell College Foundation, and the Nancy Buck Ransom
Foundation. From 2011 through 2020 she was a trustee and program
officer of the Claire Giannini Fund, an independent foundation
focused on the wellbeing of children and youth. She has served on the
boards of directors of the Community Foundation for Monterey
County, the International Center for Not-for-Profit Law, and the UC
Santa Cruz Foundation, among others. Ms. Adler chaired the Exempt
Organizations Committee of the ABA Tax Section. She served on the
IRS Advisory Committee for Tax-Exempt and Governmental Entities
and the advisory board of the National Center for Philanthropy and
Law at New York University. Ms. Adler also taught the law of
nonprofit organizations at Berkeley Law and the University of San
Francisco.

In 2011, Ms. Adler received the Vanguard Award from the Business
Law Section of the American Bar Association, honoring her
distinguished lifetime contribution and commitment to nonprofit law.

EDUCATION

J.D., Boalt Hall School of Law, University of California, Berkeley, 1982
B.A., University of California, Santa Cruz, 1971

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Ms. Adler is the chair of the Board of Directors of the International Center for
Not-for-Profit Law and a trustee and program officer of the Claire Giannini
Fund. Ms. Adler served on the IRS Advisory Committee for Tax-Exempt and
Governmental Entities and the advisory board of the National Center for
Philanthropy and Law at New York University. She served on the Board of
Trustees of the University of California Santa Cruz Foundation and chaired the
Exempt Organizations Committee of the ABA Tax Section, Ms. Adler also taught
the law of nonprofit organizations at Boalt Hall and the University of San
Francisco.

CONTACT INFORMATION

 (415) 421-7555

 (415) 421-0712

BAR ADMISSIONS

Ms. Adler is an inactive member of the
State Bar of California.
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In 2011, Ms. Adler received the Vanguard Award from the Business Law Section of the American Bar Association, honoring her
distinguished lifetime contribution and commitment to nonprofit law.

SPEAKING & TEACHING

Before her retirement from legal practice, Ms. Adler lectured frequently on legal issues of interest to nonprofit organizations and
their board members. She consulted with governmental and non-governmental organizations in China on the development of
China’s legal framework for charitable entities. She currently consults with selected grantmakers and donors on non-law
questions of philanthropy and governance.

BETSY BUCHALTER ADLER

Adler & Colvin |  135 Main Street |  20th Floor |  San Francisco, CA 94105 |  (415) 421-7555 www.adlercolvin.com

Page 2

https://adlercprod.wpenginepowered.com
https://www.adlercolvin.com

